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OUR MISSION

The Maryland Optometric Association serves as the voice of optometry in
Maryland to protect doctors and their patients. We advocate, educate and connect
optometrists by strong advocacy efforts, providing premier educational resources,
and engaging events that bring doctors and industry partners together.
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Presidents Council 2024 Report

Happy New Year, Everyone! I tried to escape the frigid temperature of
Maryland for the desert heat of Arizona but to my dismay the weather did
not cooperate. So with my winter coat in hand, I traveled to Tempe,
Arizona to attend this year's Presidents Council. 

The Presidents Council is where leaders of each state association meet to
learn about AOA national initiatives as well as exchange and share ideas
with other states affiliates. AOA reports that the Presidents Council had
the largest attendance to date.

continued on next page 

The importance of LIVE connections

Natalie Sukontasup, O.D.
MOA President-Elect

AOA takes on vision plans and provider parity
On the national level AOA continues to work with state affiliates to pass legislation to prevent abusive
policies by vision plans. Texas, Nevada, Georgia, and Illinois have successfully passed vision plan laws
over the last year. But the work continues to prevent these laws from being overturned. AOA is also
working with members who have been subject to Aetna’s down-coding claims. 

Have you experienced any abusive practices by vision plans or medical insurance? Please send us an
email at StopPlanAbuses@aoa.org. 

contributes to care coordination
protects and promotes the doctor-patient relationship
complies with state licensure and other legal requirements
maintains patient choice and transparency
protects patient privacy

Current Maryland Telemedicine Law requires:

AOA establishes a position on Telemedicine in Optometry and discusses
how Artificial Intelligence will impact how optometrist delivers care. 

The AOA supports the appropriate use of telemedicine in Optometry. They
recommend:

criteria must be met to ensure that telemedicine in optometry meets the
existing standard of care and is of high quality

telehealth providers to be licensed in Maryland to provide services to patients located in
Maryland
must verify identity of patient through government issued ID
Document patient’s date of birth and home address
Telehealth providers must disclose name, contact information, MD License number, and medical
specialty
Notify patients of data breach
Have the ability to securely transmit patient information
must obtain oral or written consent from a patient or guardian 
If clinically appropriate, telehealth providers must refer a patient to an in person health care
facility
may not treat a patient or issue a prescription based solely on a state online questionnaire

mailto:Stopplanabuses@aoa.org


AOA supports national and state legislation for increased scope of practice
The role of optometry in the Veterans Health Care Administration is back in the news again. In 2023,
the VA issued a directive to establish a national standard of practice for more than 50 health care
professions including optometry. Ophthalmology groups are advocating the VA to align the new
practice standards for optometry with the most restrictive state scope of practice. Fortunately, the VA
has countered that such action would restrict access to care for their veterans, who optometrists are
delivering 2/3 of the eye care services. If the VA establishes practice standards that allow optometrists
to practice at the fullest scope of their license, this will be significant and can be used to support future
scope expansion legislation on the state level. 

On the state level, 11 States have passed laser legislations and in 2024 with another 11 states planning to
introduce laser legislation. We will be watching closely as two neighboring states, Vermont and New
Hampshire, introduce their legislation. 
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Presidents Council 2024 Report

DONATE TO MOA PAC

or

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW!

Thank You
for Your
Support!!

Maryland Pac Funds are Low! Please consider DONATING!

Natalie Sukontasup, O.D.
MOA President-Elect

https://www.marylandoptometry.org/advocacy/moa-pac?sso=y
https://www.marylandoptometry.org/advocacy/moa-pac?sso=y
https://www.marylandoptometry.org/advocacy/moa-pac?sso=y


play in the detection and early prevention of
cardiac disease. Overall, the day was a
tremendous success and all participants found
the experience incredibly rewarding. These in-
person interactions are so important to the
development of essential relationships needed to
promote and defend the profession. If you
missed our State Advocacy Day, please keep it in
mind for next year and sign up to participate in
the AOA on Capitol Hill Advocacy next month on
 April 16th in Washington, D.C. 

Get Involved
REGISTER NOW!

Advocacy Matters
Maryland Optometry 2024 Advocacy Day Success

On January 30th, MOA doctor advocates met with their
representatives in the Maryland Senate and House of Delegates in
Annapolis. With so many new faces in Annapolis since the 2019
elections, it was imperative for us to educate key legislators about
the integral role of Optometry in health care. Doctors engaged with
over 40 members of the General Assembly including key
policymakers like the Senate President, various committee chairs
and numerous members of the House and Senate health
committees. Advocacy efforts were focused on education about the
 primary eye care role of optometrists and the critical role ODs 

OPTOMETRY IS A LEGISLATED PROFESSION

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PnwvUiSCHT5JyzrcuCP9FEG82gKtlKxw/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PnwvUiSCHT5JyzrcuCP9FEG82gKtlKxw/view?usp=share_link
https://forms.gle/h1v5n7PDqzHD2C798
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GyvzsBOO60j7nkFfw-BAsN_Qq-MOJkJd/view?usp=sharing
https://www.neurolens.com/learnmore


Maryland State Board of Examiners in Optometry 
Licensing Updates & Proposed Changes 

Proposed NEW Background Check Requirement: This Session, the State Optometry Board
requested the introduction of legislation - HB 381 (SB 175) entitled, “State Board of Examiners in
Optometry - Criminal History Records Checks.” If passed (which seems likely), the new law would
require all optometrists (new and renewal licensees) to pay $51.25 for a State and federal criminal
background check, which includes a $20 fingerprinting fee, a $13.25 FBI fee and $18 fee to CJIS-CR.
Four of the Maryland Health Occupation boards have this requirement in place. If the bill becomes
law, the Optometry Board would be the 5th of 8 boards to adopt the requirement. The remaining
boards include Acupuncture, Dietetic Practice, and Environmental Health Specialists. The timeline
for implementation will be determined after passage, but could be as soon as the 2025 licensure
cycle.

Proposed Licensure Reciprocity: By request of State Department of Health legislation was
introduced this Session - HB 146 (SB 221) Health Occupations Boards – Reciprocal Licensure and
Certification - to permit Health Occupation Boards to adopt licensure reciprocity regulations. If
passed, boards would be required to identify requirements (e.g. CE, experience, nat’l/State exams,
etc.) for reciprocity. The intent of this legislation is increased patient care access (especially in rural
areas) due to the healthcare workforce shortage.

2024 CE Renewal Requirements: As reported in our last edition of Tuesday Talk, pre-pandemic CE
requirements have gone back into effect for the 2024 renewal cycle. For TPA licensees the
requirements are as follows:

50 Total Credits - 20 In-Person (min) | 30 Virtual (max)
In-Person credits must include 10 hrs of In-State/In-Person CE (COMAR 10.28.02.05)
Synchronous Virtual CE Meetings (Dedicated or Hybrid) may count Toward 10 hr requirement if
Board Approved
AHA CPR Certification

*For more information on CE requirements, visit the BOE website or contact Board staff directly
via email or by phone at (410) 764-4711​. 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0381
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0146?ys=2024RS
http://mdrules.elaws.us/comar/10.28.02.05
https://health.maryland.gov/optometry/Pages/index.aspx
mailto:mdh.optometry@maryland.gov


MARYLAND LEGISLATURE BILLS OF INTEREST

In addition to the Maryland Optometry licensure legislation previously mentioned, the MOA
Legislative Committee has been tracking several other bills - listed below. MOA has actively
opposed HB 1292, which would have required optometrists to include a PD measurement free
of charge as part of any Rx patients receive for glasses or contacts. MOA submitted written
testimony and MOA President Dr. Vicky Wong delivered a compelling oral testimony at the
House Hearing outlining Maryland Optometry’s strong opposition to the legislation. At
present, it is unlikely that either of these bills will pass this Session.

HB 893 Primary and Secondary Students - Vision and Hearing Studies and Evaluations
HB 1292 Optometrists - Prescriptions for Glasses and Contact Lenses - Pupillary Distance
Measurement

Legislative Update

MOA wants to welcome new 2024 members. Whether you seek general license information, a
society networking event, a mentorship, or simply CE credits, we have you covered. Reach out

to MOA staff anytime via email or by phone at (410) 486-9662. We are here to support you.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HsIaUmzISTfwunbEXmw22O5JdA1e53m5/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HsIaUmzISTfwunbEXmw22O5JdA1e53m5/view?usp=share_link
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Committees/Media/false?cmte=hgo&ys=2024RS&clip=HGO_3_7_2024_meeting_1&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmgahouse.maryland.gov%2Fmga%2Fplay%2F6d9c1995e7e646a4b52486667d5955741d%3Fcatalog%2F03e481c7-8a42-4438-a7da-93ff74bdaa4c%26playfrom%3D8795741
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0893
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb1292
mailto:info@marylandoptometry.org


For MOA Summer Fun conference details visit the MOA website Event Page. 
Fall Convention details coming soon.
Both MOA conferences are presented in half-day formats to encourage family fun time!   
COPE Approval pending for MOA Summer & Fall meetings (10 CE credits each).

For more information on the 2nd Annual Keratoconus Symposium scan the QR code or visit
the Event Website.

*Member code to attend Keratoconus Symposium for FREE will be emailed after
completion of MOA Conference registration.  

https://site.pheedloop.com/event/EVEMALOZEIYZH/home
https://marylandoptometry.org/events/calendar-of-events/summer-fun-ce-conference?sso=y
http://gotoper.com/AM-IKA


CONFERENCE DISCOUNT OPPORTUNITIES

Join the Maryland Optometry March Madness tournament team for a chance to win
50/25/15% off any Conference ticket.  

Don’t forget to register asap for MOA conferences to “catch the worm!” 
Early Bird Deadline ends May 1. 

https://fantasy.espn.com/tc/sharer?challengeId=240&from=espn&context=GROUP_INVITE&edition=espn-en&groupId=f7e81fe6-64fa-49f9-8910-a56b483020f9&joinKey=16c0f1f5-3215-339a-897c-06f53cecd733


Dr. Barbra Johnson is
inviting you to the

CMOS Spring 2024
CE Event!

Space is limited.

REGISTER today!
    

Spring Young OD
Meeting

Event is FREE! 
Space is limited.

REGISTER TODAY!

Local Events

https://maryland.aoa.org/events/calendar-of-events/spring-young-od-meeting?sso=y
https://maryland.aoa.org/events/calendar-of-events/cmos-spring-ce-event?sso=y
https://maryland.aoa.org/events/calendar-of-events/spring-young-od-meeting?sso=y
https://maryland.aoa.org/events/calendar-of-events/spring-young-od-meeting?sso=y
https://maryland.aoa.org/events/calendar-of-events/cmos-spring-ce-event?sso=y


Local Events

Dr. Jenny Chan is
inviting you to the

GBOS Spring 2024
CE Event!

Space is limited.

REGISTER today!

    

https://www.vspproviderhub.com/pecaa-exam-rebate
https://marylandoptometry.org/events/calendar-of-events/gbos-spring-ce-event?sso=y
https://marylandoptometry.org/events/calendar-of-events/gbos-spring-ce-event?sso=y


MOA 2024 Award Nominations!
Congratulations to all MOA members Nominated

for 2024 MOA Recognition Awards this year!

We thank you for your dedication to the profession of Maryland Optometry
and for your support of Maryland citezens! 

*AWARD NOMINATIONS!*
MOA's most prestigious Annual Awards!

Make your nominations before April 15th!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOA98FUD3-rx6EqASUoszNmc2V4SnpWtiB3z8f9km92CV1hw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOA98FUD3-rx6EqASUoszNmc2V4SnpWtiB3z8f9km92CV1hw/viewform


Member Paraoptometric Resources
With Americans’ increasing demand for primary eye health and vision care services
provided by doctors of optometry, paraoptometric staff play a vital role in the
efficient and effective delivery of quality patient care. That’s why the AOA is focused
on equipping paraoptometric professionals with the education and resources
necessary to build skillsets that can help optometrists meet this demand for care.

Enrolling your staff couldn’t be easier, and it’s FREE!  ENROLL TODAY

AOA associate membership gains staff acces to:

✅ CPC- and AOA-approved CE and professional development, training and
certification materials in AOA EyeLearn.
✅ Member rates for AOA events, such as Optometry’s Meeting.
✅ Volunteer and networking opportunities on a national level.
✅ All CPC, AOA publications and newsletters.

Have questions about enrolling paraoptometric staff or associate member benefits?
Contact the AOA Education Center or Member Services to get started today.

Member Services
Phone: 800.365.2219 

https://www.aoa.org/education/paraoptometric-resources/paraoptometric-membership
https://www.aoa.org/education/paraoptometric-resources/cpc-approved-continuing-education
https://eyelearn.aoa.org/
https://www.aoa.org/education/paraoptometric-resources/paraoptometric-newsletters
mailto:educationcenter@aoa.org
mailto:educationcenter@aoa.org
https://oxervate.com/hcp/


Third Party Tidbits 
Insurance Insanity

If you have experienced an issue with any vision plan, PLEASE report the matter to the AOA
Third Party Center immediately at StopPlanAbuses@aoa.org.

Click on the graphic below and bookmark the link to learn about other vision plan abuses being
addressed at the federal and state level by the Third Party Committee. 

CHANGE HEALTHCARE HACK (UHC) PAYMENT & CLAIM ISSUES

The AOA’s calls for additional support for providers contending with ongoing disruptions to claims
processing and payments caused by the Change Healthcare cyberattack were met with some federal relief.

On March 9, HHS and CMS made available Change Healthcare/Optum Payment Disruption (CHOPD)
accelerated payments to Part A providers and advance payments to Part B suppliers experiencing claims
disruptions from the incident. CMS encouraged Medicare Advantage organizations to offer advance
funding to providers affected by the cyberattack, but still encouraged providers to work with their liability
insurers to determine whether coverage for this disruption is available.
Learn more about CHOPD accelerated payments eligibility.
On March 7, AOA requested HHS guide physician practices on appropriate next steps, ensure practices are
supported to continue providing care and ensure information from Change Healthcare is provided to the
entire health community as the situation evolves.
Since the incident on Feb. 21, reports suggest the disruption is costing health providers as much as $1
billion a day and affects the third-party payment systems that almost half of U.S. health care relies upon.

The AOA shares the following resources and information that may be helpful for AOA members:
Change Healthcare Status Updates
Joint FBI, CISA and HHS Cybersecurity Advisory

As for doctors looking for an alternative claims clearinghouse, Change Healthcare has provided some
guidance on alternatives to use: Information on the Change Healthcare Cyber Response - UnitedHealth
Group Novitas has also recommended some alternative claim submissions options.  

Included below are some additional resources that may also be useful regarding Maryland Medicaid &
Medicare claims submissions and some financial support available for impacted doctors: 

MMCP Recommendations (Medicaid)
Novitas-Solutions Recommendations (Medicare)

ALERT!  

https://www.aoa.org/advocacy/health-and-vision-plans?sso=y
mailto:stopplanabuses@aoa.org
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024031201aoa&r=5775698-1f7a&l=00a-2d2&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024031201aoa&r=5775698-1f7a&l=00a-2d2&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024031201aoa&r=5775698-1f7a&l=00b-964&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024031201aoa&r=5775698-1f7a&l=00c-057&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024031201aoa&r=5775698-1f7a&l=00c-057&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024031201aoa&r=5775698-1f7a&l=00d-1cb&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024031201aoa&r=5775698-1f7a&l=00e-c17&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024031201aoa&r=5775698-1f7a&l=00f-081&t=c
https://www.unitedhealthgroup.com/changehealthcarecyberresponse
https://www.unitedhealthgroup.com/changehealthcarecyberresponse
https://www.unitedhealthgroup.com/changehealthcarecyberresponse
https://www.novitas-solutions.com/webcenter/portal/Claims_JL/Submission
https://health.maryland.gov/mmcp/Pages/updates-change-healthcare.aspx
https://www.novitas-solutions.com/webcenter/portal/MedicareJL/pagebyid?contentId=00288383


Partner Promotions

https://solomoneye.com/


https://www.voeyedr.com/

